Irregularity of the second dentition, viewed in regard to its causes, is of two kinds: the one arising from a want of harmony between the development of the permanent set, and the decadence of the milk teeth, the other depending on a defect in the correspondence which ought to exist between the growth of the jaws and the increased volume of the second series of teeth.
Little difference of opinion at present prevails on the subject of the first kind of irregularity, the interference of the dentist being now usually limited to assisting the ordinary course of dentition, when it is tardy or over active, but in no way anticipating the operations of nature. The profession is much indebted to M. Delabarre and Mr. Thomas Bell, for the improved views now so generally entertained in regard to the management of this particular defect of dentition. The same unanimity, with the exception of some matters of detail, may also be said to exist in respect to the regulation of the teeth, in cases where either kind of irregularity has been allowed to become permanent.
That species of irregular dentition, however, which depends on disproportion between the capacity of the jaws and the size of the teeth, forms the subject of several conflicting opinions. Two principal views have been taken by dentists, the distinguishing features of which are, on the one side, a tendency to [Jolt, allow things to take their course until remedial measures are called for, and, on the other, a leaning to preventive means. In the system which is based on the former view, reliance is almost exclusively placed on the natural expansion of the jaws during the second dentition?no decisive measure being adopted till after that period has elapsed, when, if room cannot be provided in the dental arch for the irregular teeth, by artificial means, they must be extracted. To convey a satisfactory idea of this system, I cannot do better than quote from the writings of some of its most never to be forgotten is composed of two symmetrical members-?they hold a place between those permanent teeth that succeed the temporary set and those that are superadded, both of which series form foci of irregularity, tending, the one forwards from the first molar as a fixed point towards the front of the mouth, the others backwards, towards the ascending ramus of the jaw. That irregularity to which the latter?namely, the superadded grinders, are exposed, exhibits itself always at the period of the cutting of the wisdom-teeth, in the same manner that the irregularity of the former series, which the French happily enough denominate dents de remplacement, generally shows itself at the time the canine teeth appear. Anormal development of the wisdom-teeth, which depends on the want of space between the coronoid apophysis and the second large grinder, has attracted more attention from medical practitioners than that of the other teeth, on account of the sympathetic effects it gives rise to being very often of a violent and extraordinary character. Among Dr. Ashburner's cases are some very remarkable ones of this irregularity, and every practical dentist is well acquainted with its nature and effects. The usual practice in such cases is to remove the irregular teeth themselves when they can be laid hold of, and, failing in that, the second permanent grinders. But this will be found unnecessary if, in cases of want of consentaneous development between the teeth and jaws, the practice of Koecker be followed; for the extraction of the first molares gives relief both forwards and backwards, and when it is early had recourse to, the occurrence of irregularity will be entirely prevented, and the health of the wisdom-teeth guaranteed. 
